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Election Time: Canvassing
A downtown Vancouver strata corporation has a bylaw that prohibits entry of people who
intend to solicit or canvas for fund raising. One constituent recently asked her strata council if a
local candidate could visit the building to canvas door to door. The council denied the request,
citing the bylaw.
Strata Law: Bylaws must comply with all other enactments of law. Section 81 of the Canada
Elections Act prevails over the strata's bylaws.
Section 81. (1) No person who is in control of an apartment building, condominium building or other multiple
residence building may prevent a candidate or his or her representative, between 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., from
(a) in the case of an apartment building or condominium building, canvassing at the doors to the apartments or
units, as the case may be; or (b) campaigning in a common area in the multiple residence.
Hence, the council had no right to refuse access to the local candidate.
Tips: Identifying a contact person in the building for candidates can ease the confusion of access
and periods of access and avoid unnecessary disruptions to the residents.

For more information on CHOA resources and benefits visit www.choa.bc.ca
or contact the office at 1-877-353-2462 or email office@choa.bc.ca.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior written permission of CHOA
This publication contains general information only and is not intended as legal advice. Use of this publication is at your
own risk. CHOA will not be liable to you or any other person for any loss or damage arising from, connected with or
relating to the use of this publication or any information contained herein by you or any other person.

1

