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Dear Condo Smarts: We are planning a
kitchen/den renovation, interior only, which
entails removing a bearing wall, adding a gas line
for a stovetop and a bit of rewiring. We have
engaged a structural engineer and design
consultant for the drawings and building permit.
All work will be done by licensed contractors.
Do we need strata approval?
- R.A. Muster

additional conditions and requirements such as
legal costs, insurance conditions, engineering
reports, municipal permits and liability insurance
may also be required. Before you renovate, you
must ask your council.

Dear Mr. Muster: Yes. The standard bylaws of
the strata act require written approval of the
strata corporation before undertaking any of the
following: alterations that involve building
structure; the building exterior, chimneys, stairs,
balconies or other exterior attachments, doors,
windows, or exterior skylights, or that front onto
common property; fences, railings or similar
structures that enclose a patio, balcony or yard,
common property located within the boundaries
of a strata lot. Included also are those parts of
the strata lot which the strata must insure, such
as floor and wall coverings, electrical and
plumbing fixtures.
The list seems long, but any of these items can
have a significant impact on the strata, on a
neighbouring unit, and on the status of the
insurance for the strata and the home owner. The
strata may require a written agreement for the
obligation of maintenance and repair, and owners
should review their own bylaws closely. Many

For more information on CHOA resources and benefits visit www.choa.bc.ca
or contact the office at 1-877-353-2462 or email office@choa.bc.ca.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior written permission of CHOA
This publication contains general information only and is not intended as legal advice. Use of this publication is at your own risk.
CHOA will not be liable to you or any other person for any loss or damage arising from, connected with or relating to the use of
this publication or any information contained herein by you or any other person.

